
 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES ACT 
Children’s Services Act and Private Special Education Day School Costs, 2020 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Funding services to prevent more restrictive school placements ► The General 
Assembly may wish to consider amending §2.2-5211 and §2.2-5212 of the Code of Virginia 
to allow the use of state funds currently reserved for children requiring placement in a 
private special education day school for services delivered to students with disabilities in 
public schools if the public school’s individualized education program team has determined 
that the services may prevent a more restrictive placement. (Recommendation 4) 

Transferring private special education day school funding to VDOE ► The General 
Assembly may wish to consider including language in the Appropriation Act, and amending 
the Code of Virginia as appropriate, to direct the transfer of funds currently reserved for 
children requiring an educational placement in a private special education day school or 
residential facility to the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE). The language should also 
direct the VDOE to develop a detailed plan to administer this funding that (i) funds services 
for students with the most severe disabilities who are at-risk of or in an out-of-school 
placement; (ii) ensures that funds are equally accessible to all school divisions; and (iii) 
minimizes the fiscal impact of the new funding policy on localities. (Recommendation 5) 

Referring children to the local CSA program ► The General Assembly may wish to 
consider amending §22.1-217 of the Code of Virginia to require the Virginia Department of 
Education (VDOE) to direct that individualized education program (IEP) teams (i) identify any 
children with disabilities who may need additional services outside of the school setting and 
(ii) refer them to the local family assessment and planning team. (Recommendation 6) 

Expanding CSA program to serve more youth ► The General Assembly may wish to 
consider amending the Code of Virginia to (i) require all local CSA programs to serve children 
who meet criteria established by the Office of Children’s Services and the State Executive 
Council for the “non-mandated” eligibility category, (ii) require that services for these 
children be paid for with both state CSA funds set aside each year by the State Executive 
Council from the CSA pool of funds and local government matching funds, and (iii) maintain 
the provision that makes these funds non-sum sufficient. (Recommendation 11) 

Grant fund to address gaps in children’s services ► The General Assembly may wish to 
consider including language in the Appropriation Act directing the State Executive Council 
(SEC) to form a committee composed of selected SEC members, State and Local Advisory 
Team members, and Office of Children’s Services staff to assess the feasibility and efficacy 
of initiating an SEC-administered competitive grant fund to fill gaps in children’s services 
(Recommendation 12) 


